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GRAHAM SCROGGIE’S FIRST BROADCAST

From the Edinburgh Studio of the BBC on Sunday, 13 February 1927 at 8. 15 p.m., with the Charlotte Chapel Choir.

Hymn.

Spirit Divine, attend our prayers,

And make our hearts Thy home;

Descend ,with all Thy gracious powers,

O, come, great Spirit, come.

Reading – Genesis xxviii. 10–17.

And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward Haran.

And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, and put then] for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep.

And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it.

And behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, I am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed;

And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed.

And behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of.

And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the Lord is in this place; and I knew it not.

And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.

Anthem.

OUR SOUL WAITETH FOR THE LORD.

Prayer.

Our God and Father,

Who didst ordain of old a morning and an evening sacrifice, at the end of this Sabbath day we erect our invisible altar, and bring to Thee– not a smoking sacrifice–but the gratitude and worship of our hearts.

To Whom can we come but unto Thee, Who didst make us, and hast redeemed us, and Who, with matchless love and infinite patience, hast cared for us through all our days. O Lord, often have we forgotten Thee, but Thou hast ever remembered us – often we have strayed far from Thee, but Thou has pursued us, and encouraged us, and made us ashamed of our sin, and drawn us to Thyself.

Blessed be Thy holy Name for ever.

And now behold us as we wait before Thee! We cannot see one another, but Thou seest us all, we know not each other’s needs, but there is nothing hidden from Thee, and Thou Who hast the power to, bless us, hast also the will. O Christ our Saviour, we thank Thee for the transfiguring power of Thy Cross; we thank Thee that there, our sins are forgiven, our load is lifted, our wounds are healed, our fears are dispelled, our eyes are enlightened, and our hearts are taught to love. Give us to see, we pray Thee, that we can truly live only in Thy life, and that if we have Thee we have all. How empty and fleeting are the things of the world! Its cup has left our lips still dry, its pleasures have not taken the ache from our hearts, and its promises of something better tomorrow have never been redeemed. But Thou dost never fail anyone who turns to Thee, and so we come, with our pressing problems and dark perplexities, and look up into Thy face, and we believe that the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of Thy Glory and Grace. Make our rocky, pillows to be soft beneath us; make the chill night to be warm with the breath of coming summer, and in the darkness may we too see heaven opened and Thy angels bringing to us some special blessing according to our need. We ask it for Thy Name sake. Amen. 

Hymn.

Nearer my God to Thee, nearer to Thee;

E’en tho’ it be a cross that raiseth me,

Still all my song would be,

Nearer, my God to Thee,


Nearer to Thee.

Address.

Text–And he called the name of that place – Bethel.

Sooner or later we must all leave home, but it makes a lot of difference how we go.

The PRODIGAL went voluntarily, in order to have, what he imagined to be a good time.

JOSEPH went involuntarily, sold into Egypt by his brethren, yet in the favour and care of God.

JACOB went as a fugitive, in order to escape his brother’s wrath.

Most of us go of necessity, in order to pursue one calling or another, and to establish for ourselves a home.

No doubt a gracious providence over-ruled Jacob’s out-going, and absence, but it was his SIN that drove him out. He had many lessons to learn, and only in a severe school could he learn them.

This experience on the Bethel upland is the beginning of his discipline.

Let us then endeavour to understand what Bethel meant to Jacob: and what it did for him.

BETHEL meant to JACOB

1. A LARGER WORLD. (14).

Think of the little, narrow world in which he had been living – never more than a stone’s throw from the door of his tent – with no horizon beyond his own advantage.

Jacob, crafty, selfish, over-reaching, worldly.

But Bethel brought him into a larger world. On that upland God spake to him of the West: and East: and North: and South:

The Lord pushed back all his horizons, and showed him his true inheritance.

How wonderful is the influence of space upon the mind and the spirit!

We perish in many an intellectual difficulty for want of room. The little things are big, only because they are near. Set them in the great scheme of things, and we begin to see how small they are. All temporal things are trifles in comparison with things eternal: the greatest business of earth is but a noise and a spasm, when seen beside the infinitudes, and the immensities.

Go into the fields, or on to the moors, cross the oceans, or climb some high mountain; and get the Vision of a larger world.

Pray when the stars are all ablaze like altars that cannot be counted, and at which an infinite universe is offering its evening oblation.

Take in more space, and many a difficulty which hampers and frets the mind will be thrown off, and manhood will take a bound forwards and upwards.

Space is not emptiness.

Space is a possible “Throne of Grace.”

For our own comfort, for others good, and for God’s glory, –we should dwell more with the things that are Vast and Eternal.

Get, as did Jacob, to some Bethel height, and come into touch with the things which shall bring you into a Larger World, and so into your true inheritance.

But further, BETHEI, meant to JACOB

II.  A CLEARER VISION. (12).

A Vision of "heaven" broke upon his earth-bound soul. Often had he looked up into the night sky, but never before had it been "heaven" to him.

What he had thought was far away, had, all the time, been within sight, but he had not seen it, for he was blind; or, if not altogether so, yet with sight so impaired that he could not see the great things nigh at hand.

At Bethel the eyes of his soul were washed, and he got a glimpse of things divine. "Heaven lies about us in our infancy," but with the passing of the child-like spirit, we become absorbed with earth, and heaven recedes.

That place must ever be sacred to the soul where we got our first vision of Glory, or got cleansed, a vision which had become clouded.

Such a vision is not to be obtained only, at Church. We may receive it, as did Jacob, on some bare moorland, gashed and scarred, and strewn with tumbled rocks.

We may get it on some lonely mountain-side, or on the mighty heaving deep. 

The soul was made for Vision, and it is only sin that can keep us from seeing. 

Is there any "heaven" in your outlook?

Is yours a sky of sullen lead, or of celestial light?

The Supplanter had gone to meet Laban, but before he reached him, he met the Lord.

God was waiting for him at the sleeping-place, and the revelation was already prepared

We require the darkness for the revelation of some things.

The brightest glory is often seen in the darkest night. 

For sometimes when adorn the western sky 

A fiery sunset lingers,

Its golden gates swing inward noiselessly,

Unlocked by unseen fingers.

And while they stand a moment half ajar,

Gleams from the inner glory

Stream brightly through the azure vault afar

And half reveal the story.

But more, BETHEL, meant to JACOB

III. A RICHER FELLOWSHIP. (12)

He had thought himself alone; the vision peoples the wilderness. He had felt himself defenceless; the vision musters armies for his safety. He had probably thought that he was leaving the presence of his father’s God when he left his father’s tent; the vision burns into his astonished heart the consciousness ofGod as there in the solitude and the night.

Up and down that shining stairway traversed angels, connecting earth with heaven, and communicating heaven’s supplies to earth’s needs.

As a disclosure of the spiritual world, Jacob’s vision makes life on earth far more wonderful than he had imagined it to be.

It shows him radiances and splendours hitherto unseen, stirs in his heart emotions hitherto unfelt, and shapes in his will resolutions hitherto unformed.

The dream will fade, the symbols vanish, and the voices fall silent; but the facts will remain.

God in His heaven, loving. and caring for men, sending forth His ministering spirits, and Himself speaking to the souls of men – these are no mere dreams, but great realities, and the uniform result of the act of faith which accepts them is the shifting of the centre of life and all its interests from earth to heaven.

Our richest fellowship is not with the mortal and visible, dear as these are, but with the Choirs Invisible, and with the God of all our spirits.

This Shining Stairway is none other than Christ Himself, on whom all divine gifts descend; and by Whom all the angels of human devotion, consecration, and aspiration go up. John i. 51.

On Bethel’s bare height not only was Jacob’s Vision clarified, but his fellowship was enriched.

And if HIS was, then OURS may be.

And BETHEL meant also to JACOB

IV.  A NOBLER LIFE. (15).

After God had made promises to his seed (13, 14) He made promises to himself.

He promised him His Presence, and His Power.

The Lord revealed to this fugitive a purpose to be served by his life, and a plan to be followed.

Nothing can be more stimulating and ennobling to us than to believe that we have a place in the great everlasting purpose of God; that He is with us, is guarding and guiding us, that he has at design for our life, to realize which, is to secure that we shall be crowned at last.

The revelation of this comes suddenly,, but the realization of it comes slowly.

Jacob’s life for 20 years after the Bethel experience is one that does him no credit, yet, Bethel made a difference, and his wayward spirit came back to it again, and there he renewed his covenant.

After having once seen God, a man can never be the same again.  

But still further, BETHEL meant to JACOB

V.  A TRUER UNDERSTANDING. (16, 17)

“Surely the Lord is in this place, and I knew it not. This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven."

Jacob expected to find God at Beersheba, but not at Bethel; he knew that God was in some places, but he had to learn that He was in all places; he had now to rise to the belief of God’s omnipresence.

There are places at which we would be surprised if we did NOT see manifestations of God, but it is His will and way to come to us where least we expect Him.

It would be a serious thing for us if we could find Him only in specified localities, or only at stated times.

By all means expect Him in the Sanctuary on the Sabbath.

But why not expect Him on the morrow in the office and shop, in the class​room, and hospital ward, in the home, and on the street.

His presence apprehended sanctifies the secular, and glorifies the commonplace.

“Nothing will save life from becoming sooner or later, trivial, monotonous, and infinitely wearisome, but the continual vision of the present God, and the continual experience of the swift ascent and descent of our aspirations, and His blessings."

His presence realized, will make your home The house of God; and every meal a Sacrament.

It is His presence that sanctifies all our sorrows, and illumines our darkest night.

We think of the "Kingdom of God" as far away, but Francis Thompson has reminded us that it is "in no strange land.”

Not where the wheeling systems darken,

And our benumbed conceiving soars!

The drift of pinions, would we hearken,

Beats at our own clay-shuttered doors.

The angels keep their ancient places;

Turn but a stone, and start a wing!

‘Tis ye, ‘tis your estranged faces,

That miss the many-splendoured thing.

But (when so sad thou canst not sadder)

Cry; and upon thy so sore loss

Shall shine the traffic of Jacob’s ladder

Pitched betwixt Heaven and Charing Cross.

Yea, in the night, my soul, my daughter,

Cry; clinging Heaven by the hems;

And lo, Christ walking on the water,

Not of Genesareth, but Thames.

A truer understanding will come to us, as it did to Jacob, and to Thompson, at the place of our affliction and discipline. On the bare mountain, in the cold night, we may come nigh to the gate of Heaven, and feel the warmth of the Father’s House. Then, we shall understand. Blessed indeed will it be, if our Bethel experiences give to US a Larger World, a Clearer Vision, a Richer Fellowship, a Nobler Life, and a Truer Understanding.

And now the night is closing about us, as it did about Jacob, and there may be in your heart, as there was in his, a sense of loneliness. Perhaps this is your first night away from home, or, perhaps your folly yesterday is making you dread to-morrow, or, may be, you are in pain and weakness, and the future looks dark. My friend, I want to say to you that be your trouble what it may, there is One close beside You now, Who, if He does ‘not turn your darkest night into day, will at any rate be your comfort and strength until the morning breaks, and will give you not only a vision, but also, a song in the night

I want to say to you that because Christ died, you may live;

that because He was bound, you may go free; 

that because He -weak, you may be strong.

He only can, and He will give peace to the guilty conscience, and pardon to the penitent soul.

He can and will reconstruct life out of its ruins, make of your desert a garden, and sanctify to you your heaviest load, and darkest night.

But you must let Him.   Will you?

Hymn.

Saviour, again to Thy dear Name we raise,

With one accord our parting hymn of praise;

We stand to bless Thee ere our worship cease,

Then, lowly kneeling, wait Thy word of peace.

Benediction.

Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, come to each of us, O Lord, across the mountains of division.  And may Grace, Mercy, and Peace, from the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with us all for evermore. Amen.

Vesper.

Lord keep us safe this night,

Secure from all our fears,

May angels guard us while we sleep,

Till morning light appears.


Amen.
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